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REVOLUTIONARY MANUFACTURES. 

Contributed by Clayton Torrence. 

To the Honorable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of 

Delegates 

The Petition of Alex. Hanewinkel 

Humbly Sheweth 

That your Petitioner being regularly bred by the Trustees for 
improving Manufactures in Great Britain, in the making of 
Heckles, Wool Combs, Tin Wool & Cotton Cards, Wire making, 
&c and perfectly well acquainted with the dressing of Flax and 
Hemp; has attempted to prosecute these branches, but by reason 
of his want of stock, and the excessive high wages of Workmen 
in erecting the Machinery & utencils &c will be obliged to lay 
aside his designs or at least carry it on in such a small way, as 
will be but of very little use to the publick in general and en- 
tirely frustrate his first intention of rendering himself a useful 
member at a time when so much wanted. 

Your Petitioner also begs leave to inform your Honble House 
that he has in conjunction with John Atkinson, of the Town of 
Fredericksburg, erected a Hemp Mill, and Hecklery, which will 
undoubtedly reduce the exorbitant prices of linen in this part of 
the Country. But such a work will oblige your Petitioner an< ! 
Partner to employ a number of spinners, Weavers and Ropemakers 
to expend such of the material as are unsaleable. Your Peti- 
tioner being sensible that this Honourable House gives every 
encouragement to such as are most conducive to the publick good 
on this consideration, begs leave to mention that he is the person 
who has the conducting of the Slitting Mill and the sole direc- 
tion of the Steel furnace of Mr. Hunter's works. 1 

The sum of this humble petition is, that you will grant him 
such assistance as in your Judgments will be adequate to carry 



iSee 9 Hening, 303, Act for encouragement of iron works, grant- 
ing help to James Hunter. 



208 William and Mary Quarterly 

on his designs, for which advancement he is ready to give indis- 
putable security (if required) either to be paid in certain pro- 
portions of the sum advanced him, annually, in any of the articles 
he purposes manufactoring, particularly linen Cloth for the use 
of the Army and Navy or in Money as your Honors would Chuse. 

and Your Petitioner as in duty bound Shall ever pray &c 
Endorsed : 

Petition Alexander Hanewinkel 
Refd. to propns. 
Nov. 5th Reported 
3d (Rejected) Resolution 

Memorial 

To accompany the Petition of Alexander Hanewinkel referd 
to the Committee of Propositions and Grievances. 

That it is impossible to make out an exact estimation of the 
neat cost of his intended Works, and Stock of Material, but 
thinks as nigh as he can judge that it would require the sum of 
Five Hundred Pounds at least to render it of public utility. 
Nevertheless according to the Sum the Honble the Committee 
shall think proper to advance him the undertaking shall be en- 
larged or contracted. 

A. Hanewinckel 



